










PISAgro-November 20126 news news

The corn workIng grouP will focus on capacity building ini-
tiative on its first phase. Led by Sygenta and Monsanto, the two 
leading companies in the sector, the work will be rolled jointly 
with Assesment Institute for Agricultural Technology Indonesia 
(AIAT) Central Java, the government’s extension agency.

This is the initial step of series of collaborative ef-
forts among committed stakeholders on food 

security by way of improving resource effi-
ciency and increase farmer’s income in Indo-

nesia. This joint efforts with AIAT aims to 
directly address the challenge of limited 
access to latest agricultural technolo-
gies and practices that is often experi-
enced by Indonesia smallholders farm-
ers. The work with AIAT is expected to 
lead the transfer of knowledge by at 

least 50 champion farmers, at the first 
stage. The number will increase in the 

later phase as the number of farmers and 
extension staffs trained will also increase. 

The pilot phase will be implemented in december 
2012 in Wonogiri and Purworejo districts in 
Central Java.
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“When planning for a year, 
plant corn. When planning for 
a decade, plant tress. When 
planning for life, train and 
educate people.” (a Chinese proverb)

20 %

7

20 %20 %

Economic  
Opportunity

Three PIllAr In AgrIculTure:

Food  
Security

Environmental 
Sustainability

commodities:
cocoa, corn, dairy, palm oil, 
potato, rice, soya



PISAgro-November 2012 7news news

PISAGRO

on SePTember 24-25, 2012, the working 
group soya has successfully organized the 
first PISAgro’s workshop in Yogyakarta. The 
two-days workshop took place in Bantul 
where the participants were given the op-
portunity to visit the assisted soya farmers 
of Ministry of Agriculture, the assisted black 
soya farmers of Unilever, as well as U.D. 
Super Dangsul, the tempe producer. On the 
second day the participants joined the FDG 
as part of identifying the issues, challenges 
and opportunity of soyabeans supply chain.
 
Bayu Krisnamurthi, Vice Minister of Trade,  
together with Dr. Ir. Maman Suherman, Direc-
tor of Budidaya Aneka Kacang dan Umbi met 
the soyabean farmers group Murakabi.  San-
to, leader of farmers group, expressed their 
hope for goverment’s support e.g., tractors 
provision. In this occasion, the Vice Minister 
expressed his hope to find a solution for in-
creasing soyabean productivity in Indonesia 
that is in line with the farmers’ welfare and 
environmental conservation. “This would 
benefit the goverment, private sector, as 
well as the farmers.  The farming technique 
should be environment-friendly instead of 
destructive, the productivity should increase, 
and the welfare of the farmers should im-
prove,” he said.

All parties within soyabean supply chain 
have showed their strong commitment 

throughout the event. The farmers were re-
presented by Gapoktan Sambirejo, and from 
private sectors, there were Unilever, Indo-
food and Bayer CropsScience. Government 
agencies were represented by the Ministry 
director level, Dr. Ir. Maman Suherman and 
Dr. Darman Arsyad and the representative 
from local and province. The banking sector 
was represented by BNI and small woman 
financing cooperative, Sedio Mulyo. There 
was also research institution from Faculty 
of Agriculture of UGM; and McKinsey & 
Company, a consulting company.  

Initial concept has been drafted as follow up 
to the workshop. The draft concept focuses 
on improving productivity, decreasing car-
bon emission and most important improv-
ing soyabeans’ farmers income, which is in 
accordance with the 20-20-20 of PISAgro’s 
aspiration. In order to increase productiv-
ity, several actions such as providing hy-
brid seeds, application of good agricultural 
practices and capacity building for farmers/
farmers group throughout trainings and field 
school have been designed and incorporated 
into the draft concept.  Following the advise 
of Vice Minister Trade that the soyabeans 
farming should be environment-friendly, the  
participants have planned to organize train-
ings such as how to prepare soil before 
planting, ma king organic fertilizer and pes-
ticide, as well as waste management.  
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